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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 19 , 1 7 1 , 32 9M ay 19 , 2 00 3

deals with the subject of civil procedure. Sect ion 3 o f the
amendment actually s ets forth a b ill ori g inally denoted as
LB 171 , w h i c h w a s a m e nded b y y o ur Ju d i c i a r y Co mmi tt e e . Th e b i l l
was i n t r o d u c e d b y Sen a t o r Po l ey . I t wou l d p r o v i d e t h a t a
nursing mother shall have her jury service postponed until she
is no longer nursing her child if she so chooses. As ame nded,
t he b i l l p r ov i des a nur s i ng mot h e r wi t h an oppo r t u n i t y t o
request o f t he co u r t , i n wr i t i ng , t hat she b e e x c u sed fr o m j u r y
servic e unt i l she i s no l onger nur s i ng h e r ch i l d . I f she
desires to be excused from jury service, the mother would mail
her request together at the time that she receives the juror
qualification form and returns it to the jury ccemissioner. The
request would include a letter from the mo ther's physician.
Pollowing the receipt of the letter, the jury commissioner would
mail a no t i f i c a t i o n r eq u i r i n g t h e mo t h er t o s t a t e wh en s he w o u ld
no longer be nursing her child in order that she would become
eliriible for jury service. Se ctions 4 and 5 o f the amendment
set f o r t h wh a t wa s o r i g i n a l l y L B 3 2 9 , a s ame n d ed b y t h e
Judi c i a r y C o mmi t te e . L B 32 9 w as i n t r o du c e d b y Se n a t o r Sc h i me k .
Depending upon t h e number of residents in a particular county,
either the clerk of the d istrict court or th e ele ction
commissioner serve as the jury commissioner for the constituting
of juries for trials. P or counties that have a population in
excess of 200,000 inhabitants, the election commissioner serves
as the jury commissioner. LB 329, as amended by the Judiciary
Committ ee , p r ov i d e s t h a t t he j ud g e s o f t h e d i st r i c t co u r t wi t h i n
the counties with more than 200,000 inhabitants shall d etermine
whether the clerk o f the dist rict cou rt or the elect ion
commissioner serve as the jury commissioner. Also, in advancing
LB 329, your Judiciary Committee incorporated a r ecommendation
from the 2003 final report of the Nebraska Minority and Justice
Task Porce. The report of the t ask force represents a
comprehensiv e exam i n a t i o n of i s sues o f r ac i a l and et hn i c
fairness within the judicial system and the legal profession in
Nebraska, and the issue on w hich the task force focused was
whether the composition of jury pools is reflective of racial
and e t h n i c di ver s i t y f ou n d w i t h i n t he c o mmuni t i e s o f t he s t a t e
of Nebraska. Under current law, all counties are required to
combine both t he vo te r reg istration l i sts a n d the driver' s
license registration lists in order to compile the prospective
jury pool. A t present, however, there is no Nebraska statutory
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